i7o                    FABIAN COLONIAL ESSAYS

boy am IV9 In the interest of world welfare we desire that tropical
dependencies shall be free and prosperous. Good. If free, they
will not involve us in war. If prosperous, they can afford to buy
our wares rather than cheaper goods from, say, Japan. If tropical
labour is well paid and well regulated it will not compete unfairly
with European labour. We urge reforms in the interest of world
welfare and the tropical peoples; but they are also in our own
interest. There is no harm in that. But it should make us look to
our motives, and to the methods in which we propose to give
effect to them. Are we merely turning a new page in the history
of Jack Homer, or are we really turning over a new leaf?

I think that, if we examine the programmes of colonial policy
now commonly put forward, we shall find that they would tend
to our advantage rather than to the advantage of the dependent
peoples; that they would tend either directly to make tropical
society more unstable and less capable of independence, or
would have the same effect indirectly by giving freer play to
antisocial economic forces. Jack Homer has not yet pulled out
all the plums. Will he finish the pie before he turns over a new
leaf?

Everywhere, not merely in the tropics, there is an unceasing
conflict between economic progress and-human welfare, between
individual and social welfare, and between social and political
welfare. But, finally, political welfare is the condition not merely
of social and individual welfare, but also of economic progress.
In colonial relations "there is an unceasing conflict between our
interests, or what we take to be our interests, and the interests of
the people, or what they take to be their interests. But, finally,
world welfare is a condition both of their interests and ours.
That, however, is an article of faith, resting on the evidence of
things unseen; economic progress on the contrary appeals to
universal common sense.

In the light of this analysis, then, I will venture to offer
for consideration four propositions with regard to tropical
economy, each presenting a corresponding problem of colonial
policy.